
 

 
 
October 27, 2020 
 
Dear Members of the City Council,  
 
We are pleased that you will be meeting to discuss transportation issues at your retreat today and that you will 
be hearing from representatives of UDOT, MAG, and UTA. These are important and necessary conversations 
that you will be having.  
 
We would like to invite you to hold a second retreat to continue the discussion about transportation and 
mobility, but from a local perspective. Although it is important to think about transportation from a regional 
perspective, it is imperative that the council, which represents the residents of Provo, consider these issues 
from a city, local, and neighborhood viewpoint. Our values and vision should not simply prioritize people from 
outside of Provo most speedily getting in and out of our community, but should prioritize the liveability, equity, 
sustainability, environment, and social fabric of our community. Specifically, we must be concerned about 
issues such as protecting neighborhoods from widened expressways that bisect them, improving 
intra-community connectivity for people of all ages (including school children) on foot and bike, and defending 
the quality of our air and environment writ large. If the city only listens to regional perspectives, which often 
seek to perpetuate the car-centric culture of the last century, we run the risk of sacrificing what makes Provo 
special and different from much of the rest of the Wasatch Front and what makes our community economically 
and socially dynamic and an appealing place to live for so many people.  
 
In summary, we ask you to organize a second retreat with people who live, work, and study in Provo and who 
care about our neighborhoods, walking and bicycling, safe routes to school, the disabled, the economically 
disadvantaged (including our sizeable but often underrepresented student population), micro-mobility, the 
minority community, and again UTA to gain a more complete, more local, and more urban perspective on the 
challenges of and opportunities for Provo.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mary Wade  
BikeWalk Provo 

www.bikeprovo.org 


